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SUMMARY
The annual Personal Property Tax Lists (PPTLs) from Amelia Co., VA are among the 
earliest colonial records available for this county, and for Nottoway County as well, since 
they contain the record of residents in the region that later became Nottoway County.  

These records function much like a census, since every white male sixteen or older1 in 
each household was supposed to be recorded.  When the surname is the same as that of 
the taxpayer, these individuals are virtually always related in some way, and are usually 
the taxpayer's sons who have come of age.  Thus these records represent an annual 
census of sorts, at least for the white males of Amelia and Nottoway counties.  That they 
occurred annually, and include the names of other adult males in the household make 
them superior to the pre-1850 federal censuses in the amount of information they can 
provide.

This document includes transcriptions of these PPTLs for the years 1765, 1766, 1769, 
1770, 1771 (which is partial, missing all of Raleigh Parish) and 1778.  (No PPTLs exist 
for the years 1772-1777.)

INTRODUCTION
Amelia County was created from part of Prince George county in 1735.  Until Nottoway 
County was formed in 1788, Amelia County consisted of two ecclesiastical parishes, 
Rawleigh (Raleigh) Parish and Nottoway Parish.  In 1788, that portion of Amelia County 
which comprised Nottoway Parish became Nottoway County.  

The Personal Property Tax Lists (PPTLs) of Amelia Co., VA are among the earliest 
colonial records available for this county, and for Nottoway county as well, since they 
contain the record of residents in the region that later became Nottoway.  While most 
other Virginia counties' PPTLs start in 1782, Amelia County's PPTLs are available (for 
the most part) from 1736 forward.

Until the American Revolution (1775–1783), local governments in the colony collected 
most of their revenue by annually setting a tax rate for each male head of a household and 
for every white male laborer and every enslaved laborer over sixteen years of age.   The 
parishes of the Church of England (the established state Church in Virginia until 1786) 
also levied poll taxes to pay ministers, to provide for upkeep of the churches, and to take 
care of the local poor and orphans. People on whom the tax was owed were called 
"tithables."    

Every household or plantation was responsible for turning in a list of their "tithables" to 
the tax commissioner for their geographic district in the county.  The commissioners then 
catalogued the tithables in their area, and turned their "Lists" each year in to the county 

1  The age at which one became 'tithable' increased to twenty-one years at the time of the American 
Revolution (see Hening's Statutes, vol. 9, p. 350, 1777).



government  Tithes were collected for each white male over the age of sixteen, and for all 
slaves over 16 years of age, whether male or female.2  Some individuals, both free and 
slaves, were exempt, due to age or some other qualification (widows, soldiers, sailors, 
constables, "Patrolers," etc.).  A person owning more than one plantation was taxed only 
once (apparently where they resided), and the tax lists for their other plantations did not 
include them among the tithes for those locations; in this instance, the tax commissioner 
typically added the term "List" or "Tithes" to that taxpayer's name, to indicate that the 
individual's personal tithe was not included.

With a few notable exceptions (see footnotes below) the PPTLs for Amelia County have 
never been published, and they remain unavailable to genealogists and other researchers, 
except via microfilm.  Microfilms of these important records are available at the Library 
of Virginia, and from the main LDS Library in Salt Lake City, but are not available on-
line, or in local or public libraries.

Below is a summary of the PPTLs that are available for 1736-1813, and which of them 
have been indexed, published, or both.

MICROFILM YEAR
S

INDEX?/COMMENTS

FHL US/CAN #19026163

17364

throug
h

1764

Amelia Co., VA Tax Lists, 1736-1764: An 
Every-Name Index, TLC Genealogy, 1993.

FHL US/CAN #1902616

1765
throug

h
1771

1768 Tax Lists (Names only)5

No other printed index or transcriptions, to 
my knowledge.

1772
throug

h
1777

NO RECORDS AVAILABLE; EITHER 
WERE LOST, OR NOT TAKEN.

FHL US/CAN #19026176 1778 No printed index or transcriptions.

2  See this URL for more details: http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/rn17_tithables.htm . 
3  The author has a copy of this microfilm, obtained under the auspices of the Amelia County Historical 

Society.
4  The 1736 PPTL of Amelia County "below Deep Creek" was transcribed by Steve Light of Haslett, MI, 

and is available on the Amelia Co. web page, http://cousin-collector.com/index.php/amelia-county-
virginia/122-tax-records/507-a-list-of-all-the-titheables-below-deep-creek-in-1736.html  

5  The names of Amelia Co. VA taxpayers for 1768 were abstracted by Stephen O. Southall, and 
published in Tyler's Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine, vol. 53, pp. 54-69, 1952. 
Apparently Mr. Southall had the actual Poll Lists in his possession, and contributed them to the 
Quarterly, which published them.  These lists do not include the details about the personal property 
owned by each taxpayer.  The author has a photocopy of this article.

6  Obtained from the LDS Library in Salt Lake City, reviewed and abstracted the 1778 PPTLs in 
December 2011.  This microfilm is now on permanent loan at the Bellevue, WA Family History Center.

http://cousin-collector.com/index.php/amelia-county-virginia/122-tax-records/507-a-list-of-all-the-titheables-below-deep-creek-in-1736.html
http://cousin-collector.com/index.php/amelia-county-virginia/122-tax-records/507-a-list-of-all-the-titheables-below-deep-creek-in-1736.html
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/rn17_tithables.htm


throug
h

1782

FHL US/CAN #20244547

1782
throug

h
1813

1787 PPTL published by Netti Schreiber-
Yantis, 1993.8

1790 and 1800 also available.9

Through the auspices of the Amelia County Historical Society, in 2008 I obtained the two 
microfilms above that covered the period 1736-1771 and 1782-1813 respectively.  In 
addition, I obtained the other microfilm via my local Family History Center.  
To date, I have transcribed the entire lists for 1765, 1766, 1769, 1770, 1771 (which is 
partial and incomplete), and 1778.
(Note that no PPTLs exist for the years 1772-1777.)

I decided to start with the 1765 PPTLs, since the earlier PPTLs have already been 
indexed (see above), and that index is available elsewhere.  Unfortunately, the publisher 
of that index is no longer in business, and finding a copy of that index may be difficult.

In the coming years, I plan to transcribe more of these lists, starting with the 1782 PPTLs. 
Unfortunately, starting with the 1783 PPTLs, some of the commissioners did not list the 
white male tithes (other than the person responsible for paying the tax) by name.  The 
good news for those interested in Amelia (rather than Nottoway) County residents is that 
the commissioner for Raleigh Parish DID list by name all the white male tithes in the 
years 1782, 1787 and 1788.  In 1788, the area designated as Nottoway Parish was carved 
out of Amelia County, becoming Nottoway County.  The Amelia Co. PPTLs for 1789-
1791 continued to list all white male tithes by name, a procedure that ended in 1792.

USING THESE TRANSCRIPTIONS OF THE AMELIA COUNTY 
PPTLs
Each year's collection of PPTLs begin with a list of the names and initials of the 
commissioners who took each taxpayer's list of 'tithes.'  These are important, because 
they indicate in which part of the county that taxpayer resided.
Next is an explanation of the column headings for that particular list, and any other 
comments pertinent to that particular year's lists.  

Some provisos are true for ALL of these lists.  
First, there is no guarantee that any given list is complete.  Individuals may have not 
turned in their list of tithables. Or a particular list may be damaged, contain faded ink, or 
be illegible, causing an individual to not appear in these transcriptions.  Finally, there's no 
7  The author has a copy of this microfilm, obtained under the auspices of the Amelia County Historical 

Society.
8  Individual 1787 Tax Lists for Virginia: Amelia County, by Netti Schreiber-Yantis, available from 

BigTreeBooks.com, 1993. 
9  The 1790 and 1800 PPTLs have been indexed by Binns Genealogy, and may be viewed without charge 

online at this URL: http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~vataxlists/Amelia/ 

http://freepages.misc.rootsweb.com/~vataxlists/Amelia/


guarantee that the lists are complete.  The most striking example of this is the 1771 
PPTL, which contains NO records of Raleigh Parish, the more populous parish of Amelia 
County at the time.  Evidently those records have not survived (at least they have not 
been microfilmed, and are thus unavailable).
Second, a word about spelling: in this era, spelling was phonetic, and a surname or given 
name might be spelled differently within a given record.  So the name FERGUSON 
appears as Farguson, Furgerson, etc.  The astute user will look for any and all spelling 
variants of the names they are researching.
Third, the Comment column is my own contrivance, where I recorded any concern or 
statement that I thought might help clarify a particular entry.

In these lists, the total tax or tithe was the sum of the white male tithes and the tithable 
slaves (who are listed BY NAME in these records).  In some instances, the sum of these 
two doesn't match the total tithe; in these instances, the taxpayer was presumably exempt, 
and thus was not included.  Women household heads, for instance, were not taxable.  In 
other cases, the taxpayer's tithe was collected elsewhere (at their main residence, in 
Amelia or another county); or it was paid by their employer, in cases of overseers and 
other who worked for someone else).  In the latter instance, the Comments column will 
direct the user to the person who paid that person's tithe (e.g., "see ____").

I have made great efforts to capture the names and details on these records accurately. 
That said, I am bound to have made mistakes in this lengthy effort.  I welcome any and 
all corrections, and other comments, in order to improve future editions of this 
information.

Reiley Kidd
5152 54th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98118-2114
January 26, 2012


